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Template
Environmental Protection Act 1994
PRCP schedule template (Word)
This template can be used for completing a PRCP schedule for the submission of a progressive rehabilitation and closure plan (PRC plan).
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General Instructions
· This form or ERS/2019/5103 must be used for completing a proposed PRCP schedule for the submission of a progressive rehabilitation and closure plan (PRC plan). 
· See the PRCP schedule section of the PRC plan guideline (ESR/2019/4964) for further information requirements.
Rehabilitation area (RA) and improvement area (IA) table
· Each RA and IA table contains two parts (yellow and blue) for recording the time-based rehabilitation milestones. 
· A default value of one (1) RA is represented by one RA table below (RA1). 
· To record additional RAs for your project, make a copy of the RA table below and update it to the relevant RA number (.e.g., RA2).
· A default value of one (1) IA is represented by one IA table below (IA1).
· To record additional IAs for your project make a copy of the IA table below and update it to the relevant IA number (e.g., IA2).
· Delete the IA table below if there is no IA for your project.
· Add a new column or row to each table as required for your information requirements.
RA milestones and IA milestones
· Two (2) separate tables below exist for recording the "Rehabilitation area milestones" and "Improvement area milestones". 
· Delete the Improvement area milestones table if it does not apply to your project.
· Delete additional rows in either table if they do not apply to your project.
· See the PRC plan guideline for a list of reference milestones and further information for developing additional site-specific milestones where appropriate.


Further Instructions when inputting Post-Mining Land Uses (PMLUs)
Headings under RA table
· Rehabilitation area - The rehabilitation area must align with the reference maps included in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan and the spatial data submitted with the application. This area must have the same PMLU and same milestones applied to the whole area. 
· Relevant activities - The relevant activities must align with the activities identified in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan. The relevant activities are those undertaken within the rehabilitation area prior to land becoming available for rehabilitation. 
· Total size of rehabilitation area (ha) - Total size of rehabilitation area in hectares. 
· First milestone reference to commence - The milestone number for the first milestone to commence must be specified. This will often be RM1 but may be a later milestone if RM1 (or later milestones) does not apply to the RA.
· Commencement of first milestone - The applicant must nominate a date for when the first milestone for the rehabilitation area will commence. 
· PMLU - The PMLU must align with those identified in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan including the proposed final site design and the spatial data submitted with the application. 
· Date area is available - The PRCP schedule must identify when land within the rehabilitation area becomes available for rehabilitation. If the whole rehabilitation area becomes available at once there should be only one date. If the rehabilitation areas become available progressively there should be multiple dates. These dates should reflect the information provided in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan. 
· Cumulative area available (ha) - The PRCP schedule must identify the area of land within the rehabilitation area that will become available at a given time. 
· Milestone completed by - The PRCP schedule must identify completion dates for milestones to be completed. All completion dates must be 10 December of the relevant year, as required in section 4.1 step 7 of the PRCP Guideline.
· Cumulative area achieved (ha) - The PRCP schedule must show how progressive rehabilitation is being achieved over the life of the mine. This section must reflect the proposed rehabilitation work required for the rehabilitation area to achieve stable condition. The milestone reference to be included refers back to the Rehabilitation Area Milestones table with the detailed milestone criteria. The milestones must be achieved consecutively.
Headings under Rehabilitation Area Milestones table
· Rehabilitation milestone & Milestone criteria - The “rehabilitation milestone” is a short description of the rehabilitation activities. The "milestone criteria" must be written in a manner that delivers on SMART principles and demonstrate achievement of the milestone. 
Further Instructions when inputting Non-Use Management Areas (NUMAs)
Headings under Improvement Area (IA) tables
· Improvement area - The improvement area must align with the reference maps included in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan and the spatial data submitted with the application. This area must have the same NUMA and same milestones applied to the whole area. 
· Relevant activities - The relevant activities must align with the activities identified in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan. The relevant activities are those undertaken within the improvement area prior to land becoming available for improvement. 
· Total size (ha) - Total size of improvement area in hectares. 
· First milestone reference to commence - The milestone number for the first milestone to commence must be specified. This will often be MM1 but may be a later milestone if MM1 (or later milestones) does not apply to the IA, or if earlier milestones were achieved prior to the commencement of the PRCP schedule.
· Commencement of first milestone - The applicant must nominate a date for when the first milestone for the improvement area will commence.
· NUMA - The NUMA must align with those identified in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan including the proposed final site design and the spatial data submitted with the application. 
· Date area is available - The PRCP schedule must identify when land within the improvement area becomes available for improvement. If the whole improvement area becomes available at once there should be only one date. If the improvement areas become available progressively there should be multiple dates. These dates should reflect the information provided in the rehabilitation planning part of the PRC plan. 
· Cumulative area available (ha) - The PRCP schedule must identify the area of land within the improvement area that will become available at a given time. 
· Milestone completed by - The PRCP schedule must identify completion dates for milestones to be completed. 
· Cumulative area achieved (ha) - The PRCP schedule must show how progressive improvement is being achieved over the life of the mine. This section must reflect the proposed management work required for the improvement area to achieve sufficient improvement. The milestone reference refers back to the Improvement Area Milestones table with the detailed milestone criteria. The milestones must be achieved consecutively.
Headings under Improvement Area Milestones table
· Management milestone & Milestone criteria - The “management milestone” is a short description of the management activities. The "milestone criteria" must be able to demonstrate achievement of the milestone.
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PART 1: Post mining land uses
[bookmark: _Toc65157987](RA1) Rehabilitation area 1
	[bookmark: _Toc65157990]Post-mining land uses (PMLU)

	Rehabilitation area
	RA1

	Relevant activities
	Exploration activities, early works and ancillary infrastructure
	Total rehabilitation area size (ha)
	234
	Commencement of first milestone: RM1
	10/12/2021
	PMLU
	Cattle grazing
	Date area is available
	10/12/21	10/12/33	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cumulative area available (ha)
	19
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Milestone completed by
	10/12/26	10/12/36	10/12/38	10/12/41	10/12/48	10/12/53	
	
	
	

	Milestone Reference
	Cumulative area achieved (ha)

	RM1
	19
	19
	234
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM2
	19
	19
	234
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM3
	19
	19
	234
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM4
	19
	19
	234
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM5
	19
	19
	234
	234
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM6
	
	19
	19
	19
	234
	
	
	
	
	

	RM7
	
	
	
	19
	19
	234
	
	
	
	


Rehabilitation area milestones 
	Milestone reference
	Rehabilitation milestone
	Milestone criteria

	RM1
	Infrastructure decommissioning and removal
	a) All services disconnected.
b) All built and service infrastructure demolished and removed (except where agreed in writing by the post-mining land owner/holder).
c) All concrete, bitumen and aggregate removed.
d) All waste and rubbish removed.
e) All gas risers / boreholes / bleeder shaft / SIS wells decommissioned.

	RM2
	Remediation of contaminated land
	a) All contamination is remediated or removed from site in accordance with relevant legislation.
b) A contaminated land survey is carried out by a suitably qualified person confirming the land does not present an unacceptable risk to proposed future land uses or the environment.

	RM3
	Landform development and reshaping
	a) Landform is reshaped to be free-draining with slopes ≤5% and consistent with the surrounding topography.

	RM4
	Surface preparation
	a) Topsoil is placed an average thickness of 200 mm.
b) An assessment of soil and growth media characteristics is completed by an appropriately qualified person, and amelioration and other treatments required identified.
c) Ameliorant and physical treatments are applied as identified in RM4(b), if required for RA1.

	RM5
	Revegetation (cattle grazing)
	a) Completed seeding in accordance with the recommended pasture mix (grasses, cover crop and legumes) of Table RM5a – Recommended Pasture Mix, and seeding rates (up to 25kg/ha). 
b) Conservation significant flora species and LIKT species (provided in Table RM5b – Suggested Conservation Significant Flora Species and LIKT Species) added to the pasture mix with consideration of the surrounding regional ecosystems, land use, the environment, and local seed availability.
Table RM5a – Recommended Pasture Mix
	Common name
	Scientific name
	Sowing rate
(kg/ha)

	Queensland Bluegrass
	Dichanthium sericeum
	6

	Buffel grass
	Cenchrus ciliaris
	4

	Stylo
	Stylosanthes scabra
	2

	Black spear grass
	Heteropogon contortus 
	5

	Mitchell grasses
	Bull Mitchell grass (Astrebla squarrosa), Curly Mitchell grass (Astrebla lappacea) and Hoop Mitchell Grass (Astrebla elymoides)
	3

	Shirohie millet
	Echinochloa esculenta
	5

	
	TOTAL
	25


Table RM5b – Suggested Conservation Significant Flora Species and LIKT Species
	Common name
	Scientific name

	King Bluegrass
	Dichanthium queenslandicum

	Finger Panic
	Digitaria porrecta

	Brown’s Box
	Eucalyptus brownii

	River Red Gum
	Eucalyptus camaldulensis

	Narrow-leaved Ironbark
	Eucalyptus crebra

	Mountain Coolibah
	Eucalyptus orgadophila

	Forest Red Gum
	Eucalyptus tereticornis




	RM6
	
	a) Pasture condition rating ≤3, based on the Pasture Condition Assessment Table as per Stocktake: Balancing Supply and Demand (https://futurebeef.com.au/workshops/sustainable-grazing/stocktake-balancing-supply-demand/) (FutureBeef, 2025), as provided in Table 9‑6 including:
· Preferred pasture species (3P grasses1) diversity ≥2 species;
· Preferred pasture (3P grasses1) % DM yield ≥10%;
· Annual grass DM yield % <70%;
· Undesirable grasses and other weeds % DM yield <80%; and
· Crown cover (3P grasses1) – at worst, moderate to low density and some plants dead. 
13P grasses: native and naturalised exotic grass species that are perennial, palatable, and productive plants to stock.

	RM7
	
	a) A hazard assessment has been completed by an appropriately qualified person to confirm safety hazards in rehabilitation are not significantly different to surrounding unmined landscapes subject to the same land use. 
b) Groundcover2 >50%.
c) Rainfall runoff from the area is not significantly different to upstream values for the following: pH, EC and turbidity.
d) Land suitability class ≤3, or not different from pre-mining class if ≥4, as per Table RM7 – Land Suitability Rule-Set (Cattle Grazing). The assessment is to be conducted by an appropriately qualified person and completed in accordance with LSA Framework for Open-Cut Coal Mine Rehabilitation 2018 (A rule-set for land suitability assessment of sustainable beef cattle grazing on land rehabilitated after open-cut coal mining in the Bowen Basin Queensland) unless otherwise agreed in writing between the administering authority and the environmental authority holder.
For RM7(f), if the land suitability class is assessed as not different from pre-mining class if ≥4 for all or a portion of a rehabilitation area, an assessment of reference sites3 must be carried out to determine if the limitation/s resulting in the class of ≥4 is consistent with that of reference sites.
e) Certification by an appropriately qualified person that pasture meets a pasture condition rating ≤3, based on the Pasture Condition Assessment Table as per Stocktake: Balancing Supply and Demand, as provided in Table 9‑6.
f) All subsidence impacts are remediated.

2Groundcover: to anything in contact with the soil surface, for example, rocks, stones, sticks, leaves, grass, hay
3Reference site: representative undisturbed grazing land adjacent to the disturbance areas

Table RM7 – Land Suitability Rule-Set (Cattle Grazing)
	Limitation
	Indicator
	Units
	Suitability class

	
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Water availability
	PAWC in ERD
	mm/0.6d
	> 75
	75 - 60
	< 60 - 45
	< 45 - 30
	< 30

	Nutrient supply
	P in 0.1m
	mg / kg
	> 20
	20 - 14
	< 14 - 8
	< 8 - 4
	< 4

	
	pH in 0.1m
	pH units units
	7.3 – 6.6
	< 6.6. – 6.0 or
> 7.3 – 8.0
	< 6.0 – 5.5
or
> 8.0 – 8.5
	< 5.5 – 5.0
or
> 8.5 – 9.0
	< 5.0
or
> 9.0

	Soil physical factors
	Surface soil structure
	variable
	Fine (peds < 10mm)
	Coarse (peds > 10mm)
	Surface crust
	Very hard setting
	Massive

	Salinity
	EC in ERD
	dS/m
	< 2
	2 - < 4
	4 - < 10
	10 - < 16
	≥ 16

	Rockiness
	Fragments on surface
	%
	< 5
	5 - 10
	10 - 30
	30 - 60
	> 60

	Topography (slope)
	Gradient, surface
	%
	< 5
	5 - < 10
	10 - < 15
	15 - < 20
	≥ 20

	
	Vertical interval, surface
	m
	Nil ripping furrows
	Regular ripping furrows < 0.2m
	Regular ripping furrows > 0.2 – 0.4m
	Regular ripping furrows > 0.4 – 0.6m
	Regular ripping furrows > 0.6m

	Water erosion, surface soil
	Slope (ESP in 0.1m <6)
	%
	< 5
	5 - 8
	> 8 - 12
	> 12 - 18
	> 18

	
	Slope (ESP in 0.1m  > 6 - < 14)
	%
	< 3
	3 - 6
	> 6 - 10
	> 10 - 12
	> 12

	
	Slope (ESP in 0.1m  > 14)
	%
	< 1
	1 - 2
	> 2 - 4
	> 4 - 6
	> 6

	Sub-soil erosion
	ESP at 0.5m 
	%
	< 7
	7 - 14
	> 14 - 23
	> 23 - 34
	> 34

	PAF materials
	pH < 4.5
	pH units
	Not likely to be present within 5m of surface
	Not likely to be present within 3m of surface
	Not likely to be present within 2m of surface
	Present immediately below root zone (0.9 – 0.6m)
	Present within root zone (surface 0.6m)
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PART 2: Non-use management areas – Not applicable 
[bookmark: _Toc65157992](IA1) Improvement area 1
	Non-use management area (NUMA)

	Improvement area
	Not applicable

	Relevant activities
	

	Total size (ha)
	

	Commencement of first milestone: RM1
	

	NUMA
	

	Date area is available
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cumulative area available (ha)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Milestone completed by
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Milestone Reference
	Cumulative area achieved (ha)

	RM##
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM##
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM##
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM##
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RM##
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc65157995]Improvement area milestones – Not applicable
	Milestone reference
	Management milestone
	Milestone criteria

	MM1
	
	

	MM2
	
	

	MM3
	
	

	MM4
	
	

	MM5
	
	

	MM6
	
	

	MM7
	
	

	MM8
	
	

	MM9
	
	

	MM10
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PART 3: Maps 
The following two maps must be included in the application and will form part of the approved PRCP Schedule (see PRCP Guideline (ESR/2019/4964) for examples). Attach the maps to the application as high-resolution jpeg files. 
Final site design 
A final site design has the purpose of showing the community what the site will look like post surrender, and must depict: 
· All Post Mining Land Uses (PMLU) and Non-Use Management Areas (NUMA) for all land within the relevant resource tenures, including undisturbed land 
· Maximum disturbance footprint 
· Resource tenure boundaries 
· Floodplain extent (if relevant). 
Reference map(s) 
Reference map(s) have the purpose of showing the boundary of each rehabilitation area (for PMLUs) and improvement area (for NUMAs). Reference maps may contain more than one rehabilitation area/improvement area and must be to a scale that allows for easy interpretation. Only areas of disturbance need to be included on these reference maps.

Page 1 of 8 • ESR/2025/7103 • Version 1.00 • Last Reviewed: 27 May 2025
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




